
Frequently Asked Questions

1
What does Shechem mean? 

Why did you choose this name?

We chose the name out of obedience. At first glance it isn’t catchy or flashy, and it definitely

isn’t easy to say. Many people are left asking who or what Shechem is. The beauty is in the

story that follows. Like everything that happens at Hope Street there was an intentionality in

picking a name that presents mess and beauty, brokenness, grace and of course Hope.

Shechem is the name of a biblical city of refuge. Like that biblical city we believe God has

chosen to intentionally show up on the corner of 26th and Capitol and provide opportunities

for people to be set free, remember what is true and walk a new path with a community of like

minded people. The story that took place at Shechem that most resonates with us is The

Woman at The Well; this story paints a beautiful picture of Redemption, Reconciliation and

Relationship with the Other. Our Hope is for “well moments” like that one to take place within

our space. For more information on “WHY” Shechem check out this link on our website:

https://www.hopestreetministry.org/why-call-it-shechem

2 How did the Shechem vision evolve?

In the beginning there were (and still are) lots of youth roaming the alleyways with nothing

better to do. Directly to the east of Hope Street lay a vacant, condemned building. The desire

was to create a gym space for neighborhood kids to build community and be safe from the pull

of the “streets”. Upon walking through the building - that dream expanded to include so much

more; so we asked what our neighbors would want in a community center and took time to pray

and seek guidance. From there we were able to develop an initial plan that included a gym,

classrooms, event spaces, a cafe, an aquaponic greenhouse, and Hope Street’s social enterprise

- TableMaker. We then hired a consultant to perform a feasibility study with volunteers and

donors. The results showed a strong belief and willingness to support the building of Shechem.

This enabled us to move forward with planning. Eventually, after tearing down the building, we

were faced with the reality of construction costs. We listened to the wisdom of our supporters,

General Contractor and Architect, and decided to condense the space within Shechem to more

closely align with our strengths and desired outcome. Shechem will be a safe space for men,

women and children to grow inside of a gymnasium, classroom and event spaces, cafe and

rooftop courtyard space.



3
How is Shechem tied to the Hope Street mission? 

Will Shechem hurt Hope Street’s viability?

4
Is there something similar in the community? 

What makes this project unique?

Everything we do at an organizational level is considered through the framework of

Greenhouse for People. What this means is that we are committed to protecting, cultivating

hope, and building community. This is all accomplished through the active grace of Christ, and

has the ultimate goal of seeing ALL people flourish within Hope Street, but also beyond.

Shechem is a continuation of Hope Street’s mission, and has expanded our ability to extend

hospitality and an invitation to flourish to a wider group of people, all while creating

opportunities for lasting change and growth in the lives of people currently living at or

involved with Hope Street.Shechem will expand Hope Street’s ability to see long term

flourishing in members by acting as a bridge for current Hope Street members and the broader

community, by creating a space for former members to maintain an ongoing relationship with

Hope Street, and most importantly this will be a way to invest in the community that our

members are returning to after their time at Hope Street.

There are no community centers in our immediate vicinity. The project is unique in the variety

of spaces we will provide in one place. Additionally, the focus won’t be on “programming” but

on intentionally meeting people where they are at, listening to stories and, together,

discovering what life can look like inside of a Greenhouse for People. We want to eliminate the

framework of “community center” in how we see this additional space. Shechem will be home

to the culture that has been established within Hope Street. A safe space where people are free

to live, learn and develop new habits which allow all to grow and flourish. The building will be

the tool we use to bring people together - what happens inside of it, has been happening for the

last 20 years within Hope Street. Shechem will be a refuge for men, women and children to

learn, to have fun and to be known - together and in community.

5 Who do you hope to serve?

All people: Shechem will be open to the public. Our hope is that it will be a safe space that

draws people from all different walks of life. Reciprocity is a core value of the community being

built here, whether that means a person from the 53206 or someone from Brookfield. This is a

space meant to bring all of our communities together, to remove barriers that have kept us

segregated, and to allow for growth and flourishing for all - most often in unexpected ways.



6
What will the operational model look like? 

How many additional staff members will you hire?

7 How will you ensure that Shechem is well taken care of?

Time and experience has taught us the value of taking the necessary time to assess what is

most helpful for the community to flourish. With this in mind, we will hire the following

additional staff members to oversee activities inside of Shechem: Programming, Cafe Staff,

Security, Events, and Maintenance. We will continually assess growth and development as an

organization to ensure our community, employees and the organization are well taken care of.

As we tread on new ground, we will be mindful of the potential gaps we may have

missed. Current Hope Street staff will maintain the “housing” component of our ministry. The

Executive Director of Hope Street will oversee both Shechem and Hope Street Operations.

We cannot ensure anything; however, we uphold the standard of care we want by modeling and

reflecting that in everything we do. Furthermore, “membership” in a community sets a

standard. When people have buy-in in a space, they care for it better. There will be a

membership fee to participate inside of Shechem - we see this as a way to return authority to

the community who will partake in the activities that will take place inside of our space.

8 Is the community supporting this initiative?

Absolutely. It has been an incredible privilege watching, in particular, the Hope Street

community rallying around Shechem. There have been two internal “fundraisers” put on by

our members for different spaces within Shechem. There is ownership, WE are building a

community center.Aside from Hope Street’s community, the Garden Homes (the neighborhood

we are a part of) is also aware of Shechem’s upcoming presence. The Garden Homes has a

faithful planning committee dedicated to Restoring The Soul of Garden Homes. In 2018 The

Garden Homes steering committee, neighborhood community members and stakeholders

developed a Garden Homes Plan focusing on 5 different areas of well being that all play a role

in restoring the neighborhood. Those 5 areas are Neighborhood Pride, Housing, Education and

Intergenerational Opportunities, Health and Wellness and Economic Development. Our hope

is to consider how Shechem aligns with this and consider ways to better walk alongside one

another while living out of The Greenhouse For People framework.



9 Will there be parking?

10 Will Shechem be safe?

There will be limited parking. However, we see the majority of the members partaking in the

services at Shechem being within walking distance and/or on the bus line. There will be street

parking and parking space available in our neighboring church (All Saint’s) parking lot. Hope

Street currently relies on street parking.

“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he-

quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion"..."Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who

said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”― C.S.

Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the WardrobeAt Hope Street we Protect. We protect our

community from anything that keeps people physically, emotionally or mentally unsafe.

Protecting our community is one of our core values. Everyone who enters into Shechem can be

assured of this same commitment - we will create a secure building with onsite security staff

and cameras. We are aware of the reality just outside of our doors, but have been able to

maintain safety at Hope Street for 20 years. We also recognize that this guarantees nothing,

nor does going to bed guarantee waking up the next morning, or getting in your car mean

arriving to your destination safely. We can do all that we can to pursue safety, but, at the end

of the day, we rely on God’s goodness.

11 Why are you building a brand new beautiful community
center in this neighborhood?

The 53206 zip code is often overlooked, passed through and seen as less than worthy. All of

this has left a community wrought with terrible statistical trends and at the top of undesirable

lists. We are building a new, beautiful community center here because we trust our

community. We trust that given the opportunity beauty can come from the brokenness, that a

narrative can be disrupted by growth and change. Put simply: we are building it because our

community is worth investing in.



12
How do you plan to fund the project? 

Where can I find out how much funding you have received?

13 What is the timeline for the project?

Shechem will be funded through the following sources: Individual contributors, foundation

grants, and churches. In 2017 we completed a Feasibility Study consisting of 30 participants.

Each person was asked to share their thoughts and intentions regarding support of the

Shechem project. The survey, coupled with Hope Street Donor Data, concluded that our

organization could raise between $2.7 - $3.2 million over a three year period of time. Those

details, alongside discernment, prayer and vision helped shape the scope of the project. We

will keep our website up to date with where we are at towards reaching our goal. Feel free to

reach out to Hope Street for more information at info@hopestreetministry.org

Ever pending. If we have learned anything so far, it is that a “schedule” is simply a guideline

meant to keep our focus on track for what is next. There are lots of different “road blocks”

along the way, and many are often unforeseen. We will keep our website up to date on the

schedule for Shechem: ground breaking, walls up, etc. and you can always email

info@hopestretministry.org to request more details. Our goal is a Grand Opening in the Spring

of 2021 - you can learn more about how to help us reach that goal in the next question.

14 What can I do to support the project?

We know a project this size doesn’t happen without the generous support of faithful

community members. We have seen the ways God brought the “right” people to the table at the

appropriate time. We ask you to listen for His voice. When He speaks, obey. That could be an

ask to pray, to give, to volunteer, to be present, to ask questions...the list goes on. We want

what God wants in your involvement with Shechem. While the very obvious “support” is

financial, we equally value people whom you believe would like to support a project like

Shechem. All that to say, we value any and all support - it takes a community to build a

community center.

TEL. 414-445-5404 | 2522 W Capitol Dr Milwaukee, WI 53206 | info@hopestreetministry.org
@shechemathopestreet | https://www.hopestreetministry.org/shechem


