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2020 will be 
remembered for 
a lot of things
2020 will be remembered for a lot 
of things. For many, lots of things 
they would rather forget. You don’t 
need me to tell you life has looked 
di� erently than any of us expected. 
One of the fi rst words that comes to 
my mind is chaos. If I dwell there 
long enough — I realize “evil” isn’t 
too far behind. In the midst of that 
has been a painful amount of 
division. The good news? This isn’t 
what we have experienced at Hope 
Street. Since the beginning of 
COVID, every Wednesday at 9 AM on 
Facebook we have gone live with 
friends and leaders across our city for 
a devotional and time of prayer. This 
has been one way to keep our 
community connected. Recently my 
friend and longtime mentor, Elizabeth, 
joined me in tackling the beginning 
of Revelations. The most profound 
thing she reminded us is: “Evil is 
contained. It is right between 
prayer and Jesus. Jesus is our 

conqueror.” I don’t know about you 
but this brings me a tremendous 
amount of peace. It also gives voice 
to the lifestyle I have seen many of 
our members choose to walk in, 
especially in this last season.

Pray as if your life depended upon 
it. There’s a community on 26th and 
Capitol that has learned the “old 
way” didn’t work — so even when 
life seems to be “broken,” our 
brokenness can be made whole at 
the feet of our Savior. If I’m honest, 
this last season has looked 
di� erently than I expected in a 
pleasant way. To date, no one has 
tested positive for COVID-19 and, 
for the most part, members have 
been able to work and “function”
at the same level. What has been 
unexpected is the joy-fi lled 
community who has served one 
another, prayed heaven to earth, 
and continuously placed their Hope 
in the only sure thing, our King, 
Jesus. Hope Street provides the safe 
space and culture, but people make 
the choice to live into it. 

FINAL ASK
Thank you for the ways you have joined our community: for the hours spent 
volunteering, for the dollars given, for the events attended. We cannot do 
the work we do without our community of supporters. With 2020 coming 
to a close and exciting things ahead in 2021, we need fi nancial contributions 
to continue to empower people and transform lives. Your gifts to Hope 
Street matter. They allow for growth, like that of April and her kids, Karey 
and Ashanti, and each person that walks through our doors. Right now, 
there is also an opportunity to join us in our growth. We’ve laid Shechem’s 
foundation, now it is time to build up the walls. Please take the time to 
prayerfully consider what you can give during this season.

Give online at https://www.hopestreetministry.org/donate1 
or send a check to 2522 W Capitol Dr. Milwaukee, WI 53206

Community by 
defi nition is a 
group of people 
that are living in 
the same place or 
have a common 
characteristic 
between them. Entering Hope Street 
is to enter a community. A bunch of 
people living side by side, sharing in 
the ups and downs, while hoping and 
learning to navigate life well. What 
sets Hope Street apart is not a 
characteristic that we possess, but 
characteristics God brings to the table 
— grace, hope and love. My sincerest 
hope for this community is to refl ect 
these qualities back to one another. 
I pray that we would grow in the 
extension of boundless grace as we 
grow in knowledge of the Lord and 
what He has done, move forward 
confi dently looking to the hope of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
and fi nally, abide in His love so richly 
that it pours out from us. I am excited 
to be a part of this community where 
life change happens.”

Being a member 
has prepared me 
for being on sta� .
I can confi dently 
walk with people 
and let them know 
that Hope Street
is defi nitely the place where you 
can begin your healing process. 
I have experienced it fi rsthand. 
Here you can fi nd peace within 
yourself and begin to love yourself 
again, so that you too can begin to 
help others. I would not be able to 
understand brokenness if I had not 
gone through this process myself.”

Rhonda Norton, Brooke Thomas, Hannah Dirkse, Ashley Thomas, Julie Kulp, Kendall Schoenike, Thomas Tym

JULIE

RHONDA

Hold close to Jesus.

Looking Ahead (2021)
We are amazed by the support we receive from 
our faithful community. It makes everything we 
do possible. However, we are always looking for 
ways to grow our community as well. Follow us 
on social media and invite your friends to do the 
same! On Facebook, it is as easy as going to our 
“Hope Street Ministry” page from your phone, 
scrolling down and clicking “Invite Friends.” If 
you are on your web browser, click the 3 dots on 
the upper right hand of our page before clicking 
on “Invite Friends.” While you’re there, don’t 
forget to share our Family Reunion program to 
your Facebook page. A simple follow, like or 
comment can go a long way!

Hope Street has established three key events 
that take place each year. Thank you to all those 
who showed their support by tuning in to our 
virtual Family Reunion Fundraiser. Now that 2021 
is just around the corner, we look ahead to what 
lies next.

A major part of Hope Street’s future includes our 
e� orts towards building Shechem at Hope Street. 
Each one of our upcoming events will aid in not 
only raising funds towards Shechem at Hope 
Street, but also in spreading awareness of what 
we believe will be a beautiful and essential 

addition to our community. 

Up fi rst is our Women’s Luncheon. Stay tuned for 
more information on this one-of-a-kind event 
coming Thursday, February 25th at 11am. We 
have decided to move this event to a more 
central and convenient location at the Brookfi eld 
Conference Center. This year’s theme will focus 
on the life of our Kids in the Greenhouse. 
Experience life through their eyes and see how 
Shechem at Hope Street will be a space for each 
one of them to live, learn, and develop new 
habits with others in the community.

Our Hike for Hope is next. We have been blown 
away these last two years by the turnout for an 
educational and entertaining hike around 
Nashotah Park. We appreciate being able to join 
you, your families, and friends on a nice summer 
day. Date and location are subject to change, but 
make sure to be on the lookout for more details. 

Last, but certainly not least, we are hopeful that 
next year’s Family Reunion Fundraiser will take 
place in person at The Pavilion at Discovery 
World on Friday, October 15th!



On November 5th

we broke ground on 
Shechem at Hope Street
It was a day to celebrate how far we have come 
and to look forward with anticipation.
It was a reminder of the strength and depth of our community. 
Breaking ground signifi ed our commitment, our promise to the 
greater community that Shechem is coming. Our promise is that 
there will be a safe place in this neighborhood for men, women 
and children to come together, learn from one another and 
work towards a better future.

Karey moved into Hope 
Street a little over two 
years ago. When she came 
into Hope Street, she 
struggled with alcohol 
abuse and maintaining 
healthy relationships. In 
this environment, she 
has stayed sober, gotten 
a job, and maintained 
positive relationships 
with family and other 
members in the 
building. She’s 
become a big part of 

our community. Recently 
Karey got a new roommate, Ashanti. 

Ashanti is a young woman who has had trouble 
maintaining positive self-image and healthy 
relationships. Being in and out of incarceration, she 
lost custody of her kids. Without them, this has been 

a di�  cult time for her. Karey has reached out a hand, 
o� ering her a support system. With that hand, 
Ashanti has been able to continue to get through 
each day and has been gaining a more positive 
outlook. Without Hope Street, Ashanti wouldn’t have 
met Karey and wouldn’t have someone positive to 
lean on. Karey wouldn’t have gotten the chance to 
transform into a leader. Shechem will invite more 
people into this. It will give people a chance to build 
healthy relationships and be around other people 
working towards their goals. This will create a 
community of people working towards growth. 

We still have work to do before we open Shechem’s 
doors. Right now, we are looking for declarations of 
intention towards Shechem’s development. This is the 
next piece of our campaign and we encourage you to 
walk alongside us in it. Please take the time to pray 
about how much you are being called to give.

Shechem is a big project and we need the help from 
all of our supporters to reach our goal!

“ A lot of times when you are dealing 
with that kind of brokenness, you are 
dealing with people that are easily 
cast aside, easily thrown away and 
easily made to feel like they’re the 
problem… So when it was Hope 
Street’s vision to cast down their 
bucket right where they were and 
give a sense of hope and opportunity 
to those that live right here in this 
community… I thought it would be 
criminal for us not to do so.”
 –  ASHANTI HAMILTON;

MILWAUKEE ALDERMAN

“ It’s gonna change lives. And it will 
give the children and those that are 
broken a place to go to and feel safe. 
I think that’s the most important 
part in being in community and 
around this area. It’s important that 
one feels safe. I think that’s what 
Shechem will do for the community.” 
 – OUIDA

“ A safe place for people to go. A fun 
place. Like the gym and basketball. 
I like to play sports and stu�  like 
that. Me, I get bored easily. I be 

asking my mom everyday, ‘can I go 
to Lighthouse? Can I go to the park?’ 
She be telling me, ‘No, it’s too 
dangerous’ When Shechem gets 
built and I ask my mom, ‘Can I go 
play basketball?’ She’ll say ‘yeah’”
 – TERRANCE

“ Being here at Hope Street a� ords 
me the opportunity to better myself. 
Hope Street is home to me and is 
my safe haven.”
 – KRIS

Shechem at Hope Street

asking my mom everyday, ‘can I go 

Karey moved into Hope 
Street a little over two 
years ago. When she came 
into Hope Street, she 
struggled with alcohol 
abuse and maintaining 
healthy relationships. In 
this environment, she 
has stayed sober, gotten 
a job, and maintained 
positive relationships 
with family and other 

our community. Recently 
Karey got a new roommate, Ashanti. 

Volunteering at Hope Street
We overcame many challenges this past year and are 
grateful to all of our volunteers who have been willing 
to work through them with us. Although some of the 
familiar faces have had to remain at home, our 
members have continued to be blessed with notes of 
encouragement, tasty meals and baked goods, virtual 
conversations and even a couple of outings on the 
lake. Volunteer opportunities are still in motion. Hope 
Street is taking the necessary precautions to ensure 
that both those who serve and our members can feel 
safe and protected. Some of the most common ways 
to get plugged in can be found on our website, 
including our Serve Saturdays. Thomas, our 
Maintenance Coordinator, says: “For all of you that 
have o� ered up your time and engaged in our Serve 
Saturday events, Thank You! This 100 year old 
building has many needs which wouldn’t get done 
without your ‘elbow grease’ and sacrifi cial e� orts.

It seems like every month, we’re welcoming a new 
person or group for the fi rst time, along with those 
who return for events. We have one family with three 
young children that join us on a regular basis. After 
getting set-up, they anxiously await for our kids to 
come out and play — exchanging names, coloring 
pictures, and doing crafts. Our hallways become a 
playground for tag and hide-and-go-seek. Smiles 
abound, giggles, laughter, and an occasional scream is 
heard. Genuine love and compassion is distributed and 
received by all. While Mom tends to the kids, Dad lends 
his hand deep cleaning an apartment that will welcome 
a new member in a few days. Their oldest often joins 
Dad in the cleaning e� ort - displaying his servant heart 
and o� ering to do whatever his little hands can do. In 
other areas of the building, groups of 2-3 people are 

diligently 
cleaning and 
disinfecting the 
equipment in 
our exercise 
room. Tables and 
chairs in our 
Community 
Room are wiped 
down, windows 
are washed, toys 
are sanitized in 
our kid’s room, 
and o�  ce fl oors 
are washed. In our courtyard, where members love to 
meet and share life together, leaves are raked, garbage 
bagged, and fl ower gardens weeded — all in 
anticipation of a weekend cookout organized by our 
members. We know it’s been a fun and fulfi lling day 
when everyone thanks us for the opportunity and tell 
us they’ll be back. Of course they will - that’s what 
community is all about, isn’t it? Look forward to seeing 
you next time too.”

As we round up this year, there are a few groups that 
we would like to THANK!... MIX Church and The Ridge 
for the numerous Saturdays you have spent at Hope 
Street establishing relationships with our members and 
helping to maintain this building that our members are 
proud to call home. Meadowbrook Church for allowing 
your youth to get plugged in and become a part of our 
community. And Southbrook Church, Spring Creek, 
HCLC, Elmbrook Church and Mosaic for always 
reaching out to fi nd ways to fi ll our needs!

Transplanted
What happens after people leave Hope Street?
That’s a common question and one we like to have a 
good answer for. The hope is a full life, a fl ourishing 
life. We recently got to be a part of one of our 
“transplanted members” special moments through 
Hannah, our Social Worker: 

“I heard lots of joyful shouting outside. I wondered 
what was going on. I looked outside and saw 
Chandrea (April), a former member, pulling up to 
Hope Street where she saw Lisa and Charles (both 
current members) outside. April joyously told us 
“mission accomplished” while we spoke outside of
her car; all three kids buckled in. Three. 
While April was at Hope Street she was working 
toward reunifi cation with her twin girls while caring 
for Baby Peace. It’s rarely, if ever, an easy process. 

April left Hope Street overwhelmed with the weight 
of working, participating in mandatory meetings, and 
expectations to the reunifi cation process. While it is a 
slow moving process, April took it, with the desire to 
have all of her children under one roof. 
Transformation takes many twists and turns and Hope 
Street’s role in the process can look di� erent too. 
April loved people at Hope 
Street, and people at Hope 
Street loved her and her kids. 
She doesn’t live at this 
Greenhouse anymore, but 
she’s started one of her 
own. One that made sense 
for the place in life that she 
was. One that includes all 
three kids living with her.
Mission accomplished.” 

Street loved her and her kids. 


