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HOPEJOY. LOVE. PEACE. 

Upon entering my role as the Director 
of Community Relations I was excited 
knowing I would get to interact with 
the greater community within our 
Hope Street family  — and that is our 
faithful volunteers. Growing up I loved 
volunteering. I had been a part of 
different volunteer programs and 
organizations throughout high school 
and college and had even volunteered 
here at Hope Street about 3 or so 
years ago. 

Having had my fair share of volunteer 
experiences I had this idea of what 
interactions with our volunteers would 
be like. Looking back, almost every 
volunteer opportunity I took part in 
was a “one and done” situation. You 
would go to say a nursing home one 
week and then a food pantry another. 
All in all there was never time to truly 
establish a relationship with any of the 
people or be deeply rooted within one 
place.

As I look at the volunteers we have 
here at Hope Street, it has given me a 
completely different outlook on what 
it means to be a volunteer. In fact, I 
don’t even like to use the term 
volunteer when referring to many of 
the people who have become a part of 
this community, because that’s just it, 
they mean more to this community 
than just being a volunteer. Part of our 

mission here at Hope Street is to build 
community and that is exactly what 
our volunteers have done. I have seen 
some weep over the loss of a member, 
visit our members in the hospital, drive 
members to the store, and take 
members out to eat for their birthday. 
This is more than I could ever ask for 
from any volunteer, and the best part 
about it is I have never had to. These 
were actions that people made on 
their own because of the love they 
have for this place and this 
community here at Hope Street!

All in all, it has been a joy for me to get 
to know the people who walk through 
Hope Street’s doors and dedicate their 
time to being IN community at Hope 
Street. I have appreciated getting the 
opportunity to get to know many on a 
more personal level and even establish 
friendships because of it! Thank you to 
all those who have given the greatest 
gift of all, your time!

BROOKE THOMAS:  
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Use Your  
Gifts to Serve 
The great thing about serving at Hope 
Street is that there are a number of 
ways to do so. Our goal is to create an 
environment for all to enter and find 
their place here. This can look very 
different for each person. 

About 8 months ago, Laura (you may 
know her as LoLo Loves Cakes) 
reached out to us about donating 
cakes to each of our kiddos on their 
birthday. Since then, she has 
continued to bless our kids and 
members with beautiful (and tasty) 
cakes and cupcakes for numerous 
celebrations. This is a perfect example 
of how getting connected with Hope 
Street does not necessarily mean 

needing to be physically present 
within our walls! There are endless 
opportunities to have an impact on 
our community simply by sharing a 
gift, talent, skill-set, or your time. This 
is one of many ways to get involved 
here and one that we definitely do 
not take for granted. 

Just Say Yes!
On February 27th we gathered with 
just under 250 women at the Legend 
at Brandybrook for our third-annual 
Women’s Luncheon. During this time, 
one of our volunteers, Kim, joined us 
on stage for a short Q and A. She 
made a comment that hit home on 
what we hope for those involved here. 
She stated “it’s not so much about 
what is different as it is about what is 
the same. Everyone wants to laugh, 
to be loved, and to be cared about. 
We all need that.” This is so true and 
one of the main reasons this event was 
created. To recognize that a woman 
from Lake Country could indeed be 
experiencing similarities to another 
from the 53206 zip code. We all are 
broken in some form or fashion and 
we all yearn for happiness. Yes, we 
may come from different cultures, 
backgrounds or living situations, 

“ I don’t even like sweets 
like that, but I am about 
to enjoy this.” - Dazion
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yet we all long for the same things. 
Together we can build community. 

Kim began to volunteer at Hope Street 
about 3 years ago when a need was 
addressed for a tutor at Hope Street. 

At this point in time, one particular 
kiddo, Michael, needed assistance with 
his math homework. This relationship 
started off a little rocky as Michael was 
hesitant to accept the help that was 
being offered. We appreciate Kim for 
her persistence to simply continue to 
say yes after several times of showing 
up and being turned away by Michael 
stating he had no homework (even 
when he actually did). Today, Kim’s 
Wednesday Night Tutoring has 
completely evolved. Michael, who no 
longer lives at Hope Street, is still 
picked up by Miss Kim and brought to 
Hope Street where they both are 
greeted by a group of teens eager for 
her cookies, popcorn, and a game of 
UNO — post homework of course!

MORNING PRAYER: Every Wednesday at 
9AM there is an opportunity to join Board 
Members, Staff, Current Members and 
Volunteers for morning Prayer at Hope 
Street. This is a great chance to pray with 
a community and share whatever may be 
on your heart. If you are not able to 
attend, please let us know how we can be 
praying for you OR ask to join our prayer 
email blast.

DINNER TOURS:  
A great way to get 
to know more 
about Hope Street 
is by attending 
one of our Dinner 

Tours. These are held once a quarter to 
incorporate a time for individuals to enter 
Hope Street’s walls, receive a home-
cooked meal, hear from some of our 
members, and get any and all of your 
questions answered. 

BREAKFAST TOUR: We recognize that 
weekday evenings can be difficult for 
some people to attend, so we decided to 
add a Breakfast Tour this year! Join us 
Saturday September 12th at 9 AM. 

SERVE 
SATURDAYS:  
Our Breakfast 
Tours are tied  
with our Serve 
Saturdays!  

The first hour will be spent sharing a meal 
while learning about Hope Street and  

the last two hours to follow will be 
participating in our Serve Saturday!

Serve Saturdays are held every second 
Saturday of the month. This is a 
designated time we use to help keep  
our building a safe and protected 
environment for our members. Join us 
 as we undergo forms of building 
maintenance such as preparing an 
apartment for a new member to move 
into, cleaning common spaces, or doing 
an activity with our members. 

We have been so blessed with the amount 
of engagement our Serve Saturdays have 
been receiving that moving forward we 
will be placing a limit on the amount of 
individuals able to attend each date. We 
are doing this to ensure all those in 
attendance have a worthwhile experience 
and a sufficient amount of tasks during 
this time frame. At this time, our March 
AND April Serve Saturdays are full. 

HIKE FOR HOPE 
Our next 
upcoming event is 
Hike for Hope on 
Saturday, June 
20th from 

8AM-12PM. For more information and to 
sign up, make sure to check out our 
website! We will be in need of volunteers 
to ensure this event runs smoothly. For 
those not interested in participating but 
wanting to be present and help out, 
please let us know!

Why do you volunteer 
at Hope Street?
“I long to be connected to others, 
to build on relationships, 
especially with those that I might 
not understand completely. 
When I am at Hope Street, I feel 
the peace of the place, the 
connection with people. I realize 
that we are all broken and need a 
safe place to have hope and to 
heal, including myself.” - SUZI   

What has been one  
of your memorable 
highlights at Hope 
Street?
“Something so simple. The first 
time one of the members saw me 
after learning my name on a prior 
visit and called out “Hello Miss 
Lani.” It wasn’t just a simple hello 
as if just passing by a stranger in 
your way. It was a cheerful, 
uplifting, confident greeting. It 
was as if a sign popped up saying 
– this place called Hope Street 
really works, someone who has 
been challenged and possibly 
defeated who then comes into a 
supportive environment can find 
their way, and can find happiness 
with His help.” - LANI

What’s Coming Up? 
Looking to get plugged in? 

Here are a few easy ways to initially dive in at Hope Street

Contact our Director of 
Community Relations, 
Brooke, if you are interested 
in getting connected here at 
Hope Street, have any 
questions, or if you have 
another idea on how you 
would like to serve with us!




