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At Hope Street my definition of 
“Family” continues to expand. My eyes have 
been opened to the ways our lives 
intermingle in beautiful ways that bring 
about growth and transformation. This 
year “Family” in the traditional sense, 
blood, has collided with Hope Street. In 
May of this year, I hired the most 
talented Thomas to be our Director of 
Community Relations. Brooke, not only 
looks or sounds like me on accident, 
she is my sister. It is an honor to work 
alongside her and I am thrilled for Hope 
Street. Our volunteers and kiddos will 
be well taken care of. While I could 
continue to go on, I asked Brooke to 
share “Hope Street through her eyes”. 
This is what she has to say: 

My initial encounter with Hope Street was at 
our very first Open House in 2015. Ashley had 
been working at Hope Street for some 
time and my family had heard countless 
stories told by her of this wonderful 
place that truly transformed her life. 
The day of the Open House, my mom 
and I decided to help out in the kids 
room where we were met face to face 
with a number of the kids currently 
living at Hope Street. 

 I can honestly say I left that day not 
only exhausted and worn out from 
playing with kids for several hours but 
with a huge smile on my face, wondering 
when I will be able to come back.
4 years later, I find myself here at Hope 
Street on staff as our Director of 
Community Relations. If you would’ve 
asked me a couple years ago if I would 
have thought I would be here working 
full-time, I would probably have told you 
no; however, it has been one of the best 
decisions I have ever made. Upon 
starting in this new role, Ashley had 
given me a few “warnings” so to speak. 
Being on staff here is not always easy. 
We truly are one big community who 
collectively experiences the highs AND 
lows in life TOGETHER. But all in all, 
that is what makes working at Hope 
Street so special.

There is nothing like hearing the good 
news that someone got a new job, or 
having several kids come running into 
the office to give you a hug, or watching 
as members gather in the courtyard for 
food and conversation. THIS is family.

I cannot overlook one of the best parts 
about working at Hope Street, and yes, 
shockingly, it is working with my very 
own family, blood, and sister, Ashley. 
Most people question why I would want 
to work with my sister. Not only that, 
but have her as my boss. They then 
proceed to give me a very weird look 
when they find out we also live 
together. But, there is something 
unique about being able to work with 
my big sister. Ashley is the oldest 
sibling in my family

and being 5 years apart, I have always 
looked up to her as the beautiful, 
courageous, athletic, and strong big 
sister that she is. Now, working 
alongside her at Hope Street has 
allowed our relationship to grow in 
many ways. I have witnessed her cry, 
laugh hysterically, get angry, and be 
overjoyed, but most importantly, I have 
gotten to know the real Ashley Thomas 
and I owe that to Hope Street: 
a place where you can truly know and 
be known. 

This year Hope Street is celebrating 
20 years of being a Family. While we 
start with our “blood” Family, we move 
beyond it to the Family of God and the 
miraculous ways He weaves our lives 
together. We hope you will consider 
joining us to celebrate in one or some 
combination of the following ways on 
the back.

Thankful,
Ashley and Brooke Thomas



SO WHAT
CAN YOU DO?

connect with us
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: @greenhouseforpeople
TWITTER: HopeStreet_GFP

Stay up-to-date on everything SHECHEM by following our 
new instragram account: @shechemathopestreet

PURCHASE A TICKET TO OUR 
“FAMILY REUNION” FUNDRAISER.
Be sure to check out our event page 
at www.hopestreetfundraiser.com for 
more details. You won’t want to miss out 
on this fun evening! 

If you cannot attend but want to sponsor 
a member, head to our website!

volunteer 
opportunities

wednesday prayer

JOIN A SUBCOMMITTEE: It takes a community to ensure that Hope Street operates at a level
 in which our members can flourish. If you are interested in being a part of the planning, 
research and discussion on all things Hope Street, join 1 of our 4 subcommitties 
(Programming, Fund Development, Shechem, and Operations). 
For more information contact ashley@hopestreetministry.org

serve saturday: Every second Saturday of the month join us as we clean, do minor repairs, 
and odds and ends around the building to maintain Hope Street as the beautiful place our 
members call home!

dinner tour: Wednesday, September 12th we will be hosting one of our 
quarterly dinner tours. Join us for a night of fellowship, dinner, and a chance to get to know 
more about Hope Street. To RSVP email brooke@hopestreetministry.org

Did you know we send out a weekly prayer? Each week staff, members, volunteers and other 
members of our community take time to reflect and invite you to pray with Hope Street. You can 
sign up for those emails by emailing brooke@hopestreetministry.org OR feel free to join us every 
Wednesday at 9 AM at Hope Street.

SPONSOR THE EVENT. We have several 
levels of sponsorship available - this 
is the perfect way to promote your 
company along with making our night a 
success!

DONATE AN AUCTION ITEM. Have a 
service, item of value, or fun experience 
you want to share with others? Consider 
donating an item for us to auction off 
the evening of the event.

GIVE. Can’t make it that evening? Hope 
Street relies on faithful people like 
you - your support allows us to faithfully 
enter into the mess of the city and be 
present with God’s broken people, your 
family.

PRAY. I do not put this last, because 
it is of least importance, but actually 
of highest importance. Being called to 
be present in the mess comes with the 
grace to do so, but it doesn’t mean it is 
not hard, heart breaking, and 
down-right uncomfortable at times. We 
heavily rely on your prayers and cries 
out to God; cries to intervene in major 
ways in our city which we trust will lead 
to transformation. Your prayers are a 
significant gift to us.
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