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Every Greenhouse Needs 
the Son

FAMILY REUNION RECAP 
Life has looked different than we 
expected this year. We’ve faced 
struggles and made hard changes. 
We’ve mourned and cried out. We’ve 
been distanced in unexpected ways, 
but our foundation has remained: 
strong, healthy and loving. He has 
given us new stories and new 
reasons to celebrate. Without Him 
there is no growth, no forgiveness, 
no grace, and ultimately no 
transformation. Jesus meets us in 
our mess and invites us into His 
garden. To be nurtured by the one 
true Son. Our greenhouse thrives 
because of Him. This year’s Family 
reunion celebrated just that - a 
special place where lives give and 
receive that grace that makes all 
people new. 

Thank you to all those who tuned 
into our virtual Family Reunion 
Fundraiser. While it was different, 
we are grateful to have still had the 
opportunity to engage with the 
amazing individuals that make up 
our Hope Street community. In case 
you were unable to view this year’s 
event, there is still a chance to do so! 
If you head to our facebook page  
(@greenhouseforpeople) you will 
see the event pinned at the top. For 
those who do not have a facebook, 
search “Hope Street Ministry” on 
YouTube to access this footage.
We appreciate all of our sponsors 
who helped make this virtual event a 
reality! These funds allowed us to 
incorporate a variety of fun content 
which we hope you all enjoyed. Our 
team’s favorite, a tour of Hope Street 

led by some of our kiddos. Many of 
you have given thus far and we are 
blessed to have received over 
$30,000 thanks to your generous 
contributions. These funds go 
towards our Acorn and Baby Acorn 
Fund which help offset the cost for 
men, women and children to live at 
Hope Street. 

“ It has provided me with some peace 
and quiet, and solitude.” - BENNY

“ It gave me a chance to be still and to 
find myself and learn to love myself.” 
- RHONDA

“ Hope Street has changed people’s 
lives and puts kids back with their 
moms.” - SHANIA



2522 W. CAPITOL DRIVE 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53206
hopestreetministry.org

Kris has been on 
and off the streets 
his whole life, 
running, abusing 
drugs and alcohol, 
and finding 
himself 

incarcerated. Being at Hope Street, 
Kris has finally experienced peace. 
Rhonda recently asked him, “Why 
me?” Kris responded, “because He 
chose me. He gives me life. Why 
not me?” He continued, “as long as 
you live we go through some 
things: ups, downs, the twists and 
the turnarounds. I accept my life 
and I intend on fully living it. 
Thank you Lord for this life that 
you give me and all that comes 
with it. I’m well equipped to deal 
with it all.” Kris realized his 
inherent worth and is aware of his 
own brokenness but embraces 
with God we can disrupt that 
brokenness. We need continual 
support to see growth like Kris’, to 
provide a safe and nurturing 
environment for people to live, 
learn and develop new habits. 
Please give where you feel called 
online or by sending in a check. 
Your gift will allow us to continue 
to cultivate hope in people, 
producing powerful 
transformative stories.

With you, 
Ashley N. Thomas
Executive Director

Our journeys are often full of surprises. One of 
which is “getting there” is often not the end. 
Getting to break ground for Shechem is the culmination of 4 years of hard 
work, dreams shattered and reborn, countless prayers answered and not, 
partnerships formed and fallen apart, and unshakeable conviction conflated 
with fear bereft of faith. We didn’t get here alone, and we aren’t the first 
ones to arrive. Abraham, built an altar, Jacob dug a well, Joseph went 
looking for his brothers, and Joshua gave choices between life and death. 
But Jesus himself met Sam, that beautiful woman at the well and asked for 
a drink, and then offered one to her from a much deeper, more satisfying 
well, as only He could. 

We believe Shechem at Hope Street is the same. Scott Martin and our 
founding BOD built the altar, David and Ralph dug the well, hundreds of our 
faithful volunteers have come looking for their brothers, Perry and others 
gave us choices to live into becoming a Greenhouse for People, and I asked 
for revelation and drank it in as it came. So we continue to share our 
understanding of a story that is much bigger than any of us could ever write. 
We are building Shechem on the foundation others have laid and we look 
forward to seeing who God will call to join the process.  All of us from “Abe 
to Ash” have one thing in common, and that is we see Jesus with us on the 
journey. Sometimes we don’t see it in real time, but looking back we see how 
faithful He has been and we want to invite you to help us “get there” 
knowing how blessed you will be along the way. 

We will be sharing more updates as the construction continues and what 
“getting there” means in the days and weeks ahead. So for now here is a 
great big THANK YOU to all of you that have been and are heading home 
to Shechem...again, with us. We couldn’t do it without you! 

Stay tuned for details and photos of our ground breaking on 
Thursday, November 5th at 10:00 AM. 

Coming home to Shechem….
again


